What are the Derivativeness, Ambiguity, and Inconsistency of how the idea of Asia emerged?
AN：" Derivativeness" refers to the fact that the concept of Asia is derived from European history, and in particular from the European narrative of "world history" in the 19th century.
"Ambiguity' refers to the ambiguity of the formation of the concept of Asia, which on the one hand is the origin of the oldest cultures, but on the other hand lacks a strong state in the region and is much weaker than Europe at the same time. The traditional concept of Asia has been shaped by the influence of European history, which has resulted in ambiguity in the formation of the concept of Asia, including the examination of the concept of Europe in the context of European history and the influence of different regional developments.
"Inconsistency" refers to the fact that, on the one hand, Asia is the birthplace of the oldest cultures and, on the other hand, the concept of Asia was formed at a time when Asia was in a weaker state, when the concept of Asia was heavily influenced by Europe and when regional strengths and weaknesses within Asia changed. The new culture severed the links between Asia and the past.
What are the two sharply opposed visions of Asia which we saw in the early modern waive of nationalism?
AN：In the early modern wave of nationalism we encountered two sharply opposed visions of Asia: the colonialist vision developed from Japan’s ‘continental policy,’ and the Asian social revolution vision centered on national liberation and socialist movements. The former constructed the idea of Asia (ya zhou) or Toyo based on the binary between East and West, whereas the latter discussed the issue of nation from an internationalist perspective. 
	What does Asia need to do to stop being Asia?
	A move away from Confucian Asia; a move away from China-centred imperial relations to a European-style nation-state oriented towards 'freedom', 'human rights', 'national sovereignty', 'civilisation' and 'independent spirit'; a break with the original China-centred tribute system and the centre-surround system.
Does Asia have history?
Montesquieu believed that Chinese law would not be destroyed by conquest." Their customs, manners, laws and religion were the same. On this culturalist vision, Asia has no history, historical conditions or impetus to produce modernity. At the heart of this modernity was the 'state' and its legal system, its urban and commercial way of life, or its mechanisms of economic and military competition based on the nation-state.
Is Asia inherently despotic?
Perry Anderson argues that 'despotism' is originally a description of the East. But the modern European perspective on 'autocracy' is in fact a description of the political system of a great unified empire such as the Ottomans. Asia, with China at its core, was influenced by the authoritarian political culture of China and was inherently authoritarian in relation to Europe.
Is Russia an Asian or European country?
Lenin saw Russia as an Asian country, but this orientation was not defined in geographical terms, but in terms of the extent of capitalist development and the course of Russian history. Sun in terms of racism, Russia is considered to be a European country.
What were some of the main propositions of Sun Yat-Sen’s Great Asianism?
The unity of Asian countries for the rise of Asia and the dialogue with Europe on an equal footing; the revival of ancient cultures and the learning of European liberal and democratic ideas; freedom of religion and an equal and tolerant Asian cultural climate.
What is the “Kingly way” (Wang Dao)?
Unlike the European 'hegemonic culture', the 'Way of Kings' refers to the inheritance of the virtues and morals of Confucianism, the tolerance of different cultures, the defence of oppressed peoples, the resistance to hegemony, and the pursuit of equality and liberation for all peoples.
What is the tributary system?
The tribute system is a hierarchical web-based system of political order with the Central Chinese Empire as its main core. Coupled with this tributary network is a set of ‘center/periphery’ relations constituted through practices of tribute and imperial bestowal (ce feng), to be distinguished from European-style relations among ‘states.’ First, the practice of tribute was a historical result of the interaction among agents participating in this system and not a self-contained or complete structure. In this sense, the tributary system was a constantly shifting process of how multiple centers of power gave birth to each other. Whenever a new power took shape or entered the picture, the internal power relations would change. Hamashita defined six types of tributary relations: (1) tribute from local chiefs (tu si) and local officials (tu guan); (2) tribute under relations of vassalage (ji mi); (3) tributary states with the closest ties (to the imperial court); (4) tributary states with two-way relations (with the imperial court); (5) tributary states on the outer edge of the periphery; (6) states in primarily commercial (hu shi) relations (with the imperial court).
What are some of the views of ‘East Asian World’?
Nishijima Sadao described ‘the East Asian world’ as a self-contained cultural sphere: geographically, China formed a center surrounded by Korea, Japan, Vietnam, and the area between the Mongolian and the Tibetan plateaus. Culturally, it was characterized by the Chinese writing system, Confucianism, Buddhism, and a system of laws and decrees. 
Was Japan a part of (East) Asia?
According to Maeda Naonori, the traditional view of Japanese scholars did not include Japan in the East Asian world
What is ’Song Dynasty Capitalism’?
Miyazaki argues that in Song society, one can see capitalist tendencies and phenomena that are distinctly different from those of medieval society. Weaving together the histories of various regions through the concept of 'transportation and transport', Miyazaki elaborates on 'Song dynasty capitalism' from this perspective, arguing that during the Song dynasty there was a 'rise in nationalism "In the Song dynasty, he argues, there was a 'rise in nationalism' and state contacts transcended tributary relations, with the kingdoms of Dai Viet and Dali being nominally Song tributaries but in reality 'independent and unfettered nation states'.
What is Hamashita Takeshi’s view of Asia?
Hamashita Takeshi’s discussion of the Asian tributary system is a criticism of both ‘shedding Asia’ and particularism. In the field of economic history, he reconstructs an East Asian world order centered in China and woven together through a tributary system (chao gong ti xi), and in this way he affirms a set of historical ties within Asia (including those between Japan and China). Although he similarly emphasizes the modern forces internal to Asia, unlike Miyazaki, whose notion of ‘East Asian early modernity’ is based on European-style nationalism, Hamashita founds the inner organicity of Asia on this distinctive tributary network (Hamashita 1999). At the center of his theory are three hypotheses: first, Asia forms an organic whole, not only culturally but also economically and politically. Second, this organism is centered in Chinese civilization and organized according to the trans-state tributary network. Third, coupled with this tributary network is a set of ‘center/periphery’ relations constituted through practices of tribute and imperial bestowal (ce feng), to be distinguished from European-style relations among ‘states.’ If Miyazaki’s account is grounded in Eurocentric assumptions, then Hamashita deconstructs
the link between the nation-state and modernity, constructing an alternative narrative of regional and world history. In his view, moreover, the Asian tributary network was not completely destroyed by Western capitalist expansion; ‘Asia as world-system’ continues to exist in the early modern age.
What are the six types of tributary relations?
Hamashita defined six types of tributary relations: (1) tribute from local chiefs (tu si) and local officials (tu guan); (2) tribute under relations of vassalage (ji mi); (3) tributary states with the closest ties (to the imperial court); (4) tributary states with two-way relations (with the imperial court); (5) tributary states on the outer edge of the periphery; (6) states in primarily commercial (hu shi) relations (with the imperial court).
What is the role of private overseas trade in integrating East Asia?
The successful transformation of the official tribute system into a private trade system by private Chinese trading networks in the early 19th century was the result of a long process. Since the early 19th century in particular, the official China-centred tribute system was merely a governmental illusion of control that never materialised as China faced growing hegemony and invasion by imperialist powers. Thus, to a large extent, it was not the official tribute system that integrated East Asia into a single system, but private overseas Chinese trading networks. This created a more important link between East and Southeast Asian trade networks. Under the conditions of European imperialism in the 19th century, the development of Southeast Asian markets was not so much a result of the tribute trade as it was a result of the breaking up of this system. From the 18th to the 19th century, the key features of Southeast Asian forms of commerce were smuggling, arms trafficking and European monopolies.
Is ‘tributary system’ compatible with ‘treaty system’?
Incompatible, the theory of the tribute system was opposed to the European nation-state and its treaty system. It overcame the earlier notion that the nation-state was the only force capable of driving modernity, but the dichotomy between the tribute system and the treaty system also derived from the dichotomy between empire and state.
‘Strategic partners’ Vs. Lord - Vassal relations
[bookmark: _GoBack]Strategic Partnerships: The British and other nations acting in common interest under colonialism.
Lord - Vassal relations: relations between Chinese rulers and their subjects and vassals under absolutism.
